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suaded him to change his mind a second time and again
to consent to the general mobilization which they consid-
ered indispensable. On the morning of July 30 they con-
ferred again with Sazonov and found that he was wholly
in agreement with them. They called the Tsar on the tele-
phone and tried to persuade him to return to his resolu-
tion of the day before, and allow general mobilization to
begin. The Tsar at first resolutely rejected their request,
and finally announced curtly that he was breaking off the
conversation. lanushkevich, who held the telephone, could
only inform him that Sazonov was there also, and begged
permission to say a word to him. A certain silence followed,
after which the Tsar expressed his consent to listen. Saz-
onov requested His Majesty to receive him immediately
for a report which could not be delayed. After another
silence the Tsar asked, "Is it all the same to you if I re-
ceive you at the same time with Tatishchev at 3 o'clock,
because otherwise I have not a minute of free time today?"
Sazonov thanked the Tsar, and said that he would arrive
at the appointed hour.53
lanushkevich then adjured Sazonov not to fail to get
from the Tsar a renewed assent to general mobilization.
He reiterated the technical arguments of the great danger
that Russia would not be ready for war with Germany,
which he believed inevitable, if there was further delay;
because later general mobilization would be very seriously
dislocated by the partial mobilization already ordered;
this dislocation could only be avoided by an immediate
general mobilization. As a further means of putting pres-
sure on the Tsar he suggested that Sazonov use a political
argument: Russia's French ally would be displeased and
would regard Russia as failing to live up to the obligations
of her alliance; the Kaiser would coax out of the French
a promise of neutrality; and he would then fall upon Russia
53 Schilling's Diary, p. 63.   Cf, also Sazonov, Fateful Years, p. 199 ff.

